Diez anos

Above, Intercambio de Comumdades
ESL volunteer Sylvia Jensen, right,
helps Maria Cardoca with the
pronunciation of a word while she
hoids her son, Nicolas, and her
‘daughter, Natalia, plays during an
English as a Second Language class
last week at The Parenting Place in
‘Boulder, Watch a video interview
with the founders of Intercambio de
Comunidades at www.dailycamera.

com. :
Mark Leffingwell | Camera

Right, Shawn Camden and Lee
Shainis, founders of Intercambio De
Comunidades, pose fora portrait in
their office in Boulder last week, Now
entering its 10th year, Intercambio
employs nine people, has a.$500,000
budget and has helped more than
5,000 people in Boulder County learn
English.
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: when he came back.

The pair qulckly reahzed hov
large the ‘unmet need for English
language mstmctlon ‘was, “and . the)

started pulling in friends, co-workers
~ anyone they. could ta]k into it —

to teach new families. -

In early 2001 they fonned Inter
cambio de Comumdades — Commu-
mty Exchange in English — over
meetings “in - their kitchen.: They
trained . volunteers -in - borrowed

-space at CU-Boulder and begged for

use of photocopiers from whoev
er would listen.:

pen,” -Shainis sald ““Within thr

months, we had more than 100 peo-
ple and we started getting calls fro
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Now entering its 10th year,

+ Intercambio employs nine peo-

ple, has a $500,000 budgetand |
~has'helped: more than:5,000

people “in - Boulder ' County.
learn English.

" With funding from a combi
nation’ of private donors, go
ernment - grants:and " the
group's ‘blowout: Fiesta ‘every.
fall, 'students pay just ‘a‘small
fee for materials.”

Intercambio ‘has spun_off:a ‘
franchise in Denver and a pilot: |

program .in ‘Boise, Idaho, that
works -primarily  with - African

“Most people ' realize
whole community is better off
when. people speak Engli
understand the laws and
: derstand our. culture,” Shamls

g

‘promotes.civil rights f

grants, started abo

“time."Centro Executive Dire

tor Jorge De Santiago said his
organization often has collabo-
rated  with -Intercambio,: ‘and
the. group fills an" important

is culturally appropriate
and proven to be effective

Camden 'said he behev,és;

tercambio. has' helpel

make Boulder-a more welcom:

ing: place, one.where people.
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s, co=director.of: program expansion at Intercambio De Comunxdades, improvises hls own routing duringa dance class Saturday.
The class oﬁered to.promote exercise and Gultural exchange for. lntercamb:o pammpants For a vndeo of the class, visit"

“We don't expect them to do |
whal we do, to 20 ‘out on the B

they do has given a life
1050 many families, and on an

“individual level, it’s great. And
we have had people come 1o
aﬁervolunteenng with Tn"

“spectful’ ‘communities” " he

said. “It-seems like half of the
city has been a parl, of Inter-

~‘cambio/”
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stances at board me tmgs dis-
tracted ‘from- their core ‘mis-

innovation




