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Intercambio in Action

Check out how Intercambio has kept busy in the past few months!

La Fiesta World Party

42009 marked the 8th annual La Fiesta for Intercambio.

After being held in a different location for a few years, La

Fiesta moved back to Boulder and was a hit! With over 1,300
attendees, it was not only a great party of food, dancing and
friendship, but also a great fundraiser. With the help of our
supporters La Fiesta raised over $52,000! THANK YOU! We look
forward to 2010 -- see page 7 for more details.

Valentine’s Day Potluck
P On February 12, 2010, about 75 students and volunteers joined
the Intercambio staff for a Valentine’s Day potluck -- a lively night
of food, music, dancing, intercultural exchange and FUN! Part of
Intercambio’s mission is to promote cultural exchange and foster cultural
understanding. Our potlucks are a great way of doing this.

Ice Skating
< Ice skating in January attracted 50 Intercambio folks and was a blast.
Lots of brave Intercambio students came out to try skating for the first
time. And they all survived!!

Recreation Day
P Recreation Day this year was a fun-filled success!
We had 45 participants dancing, playing basketball
and dodgeball, and engaging in other types of fun
physical activity. Events like Recreation Day and the
weekly dance aerobics class are ways Intercambio
encourages physical fitness while making people
feel more comfortable at their community recreation
centers.
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Notes from the Office

Teacher Tip from Rachel, Intercambio Academic Coordinator
Considering Learning Styles

Taking your students’ learning styles into consideration is
a crucial part of effective lessons. Most language learners
tend to learn visually or kinesthetically (see definitions
below), though most teachers tend to teach in an auditory
way. Culture, class, gender, and age often factor into
learning styles.

There are a variety of different learning styles (six are listed

below), but the three most common are auditory, visual and

kinesthetic.

* Auditory learners learn by listening and speaking.

+  Visual learners learn by observing or reading.

*  Kinesthetic learners need to involve their whole body in
learning.

+  Tactile learners (like kinesthetic students) learn through
touching and doing.

+  Clobal learners are spontaneous and easily bored by a
stagnant class structure.

*  Analytic learners are detail-oriented. They learn best
when information is presented sequentially.

It is important to consider your student’s style when you

impart information and choose activities. Book activities

may need revision based on your students’ needs.

Upper level students may find it interesting to take a
learning style questionnaire, which also seconds as a
language lesson. A multitude can be found on-line, such as
the Learning Channel Preference Checklist. Teachers of
lower level students would benefit from observing students
with this checklist in mind in order to make wise and
effective teaching decisions.
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A Group Class, Boulder High School

Meet our Two Newest Faces!
Intercambio welcomes Lynn Guissinger and David Kirk to the Board

Lynn Guissinger, part owner of a marketing business
based in Boulder, previously practiced law and taught

at CU Law School. She has been Chair of the City of
Boulder Transportation Advisory Board, President of the
Democratic Women of Boulder County, and President of
the Board of Emergency Family Assistance Association.
She currently sits on the board of the Boulder Housing
Partners Foundation. Lynn first became interested in
Intercambio when her children attended Washington
Bilingual Elementary. She became committed to the cause
after witnessing the success of Intercambio programs.
Lynn contributed to the Fiesta committee for several years
before joining the board in January 2010.

David Kirk comes to Intercambio with lots experience
with non-profits; he was a past board member of Historic
Boulder, Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, and YMCA of the
Rockies and a volunteer for Emergency Family Assistance
Association, Habitat for Humanity and Meals on Wheels.
“I believe strongly in opportunities for all people in Boulder
County, and Intercambio’s mission of working for a more
respectful community really accomplishes that. | think the
more connections and understanding people have of other
peoples’ backgrounds and cultural history, the richer we
all are.” David is excited to dive right into Intercambio and
hopes to become involved as a mentor or volunteer in the
classroom.




Welcome to Our Newest Intercambio Staff Member!

Meet Jenny Desmond, Intercambio’s new Assistant
Program Coordinator for Boulder and Lafayette. Jenny
graduated from Wheaton College (IL) with a B.A. in
Spanish and a minor in Human Needs and Global
Resources. She spent a semester studying in Costa
Rica and a six month internship in Nicaragua working
with an NGO in public health. Jenny returned to Boulder
County in 1995 determined to pay off her college debt
and get back to Latin America as quickly as possible.
Fifteen years later, she’s still here, with a great husband
and three fabulous children. The detour took her through
various roles at the Boulder County Jail, Lakewood Police
Department and Moving to End Sexual Assault. She

is currently working on her Master’s degree at Regis
University in Leadership for Nonprofits.

She is excited to be at Intercambio where her “Latin
American soul” can be fulfilled. WELCOME JENNY!

Intercambio in Longmont
What We’re Doing and How You Can Help

Wondering how you can help our Longmont programs?
Read on to find out what we're doing and how we can use
your volunteer help!

Group Classes

We have started several new group classes, including
our largest class in Longmont, a new Level One class
with 16 students! We are also continuing our partnership
with Skyline High School, which we hope will grow even
more next fall, as we look for more volunteers to achieve
our goal of offering all seven levels. We are starting new
language classes at the Longmont YMCA, where we
already offer a great dance class every Tuesday at 6:30
p.m. We are looking for a volunteer for our Monday and
Wednesday class here at the Intercambio Longmont
Office. Since we moved into 515 Kimbark, it's a rarity to
have an open night when the space is not being used for
classes and we'd love to fill these openings! If you are
interested, please contact Eliberto as soon as possible.

One-on-One Classes
March has been a great month for one-on-one classes; we
have started eight new classes in the past month.

Here in Longmont, we have 40 home teachers but we
would love more! Please continue to be our ambassadors
as we try to serve everyone we can in Longmont. We still
have 70 students in Longmont waiting to be matched with
a teacher!

Cinco de Mayo

Intercambio is heavily involved with the Cinco de

Mayo event taking place May 1st at Roosevelt Park in
Longmont. We have a great lineup of bands, including
Debajo de Agua, a Central American band that is well
know throughout the Latino world, and of course our own
Shawn Camden will be leading Los Cheesies when they
play at the event! Whether you're looking to volunteer or
just interested in joining the festivities, we would love to
see you there.

Celebrando Cultures Event

Our Celebrando Cultures event will be coming up June
5th at Isaak Walton Park. If you would like to help plan,
let Eliberto or Norma know - they would appreciate your
help. This event is the second annual Longmont culture
celebration put on by Intercambio. We had so much fun
last year, we can’t wait for 2010.
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Group Classes

Outreach: New Classes & Partnerships

What: Two New Classes
Where: First Evangelical Lutheran Church at 825 3rd. Avenue (3rd and Terry) Longmont CO
When: Tuesdays, 10:00 am — 11:00 am, 11:30 am — 12:30 - ¢

p.m. st MER , -

Volunteer Teacher: Karey Robinson ) AU TR <2 'f
Ao o1 C

This class comes from a partnership between Intercambio b ‘ 5%.‘*: 5“ 1

and Parenting Place, a non-profit that provides resources and S TR > P’ ’

support for parents and families. After the previous teacher of .‘/‘ e ol NPT eR B oot £

the class had to quit, Parenting Place approached Intercambio i Ve T Det

to find a replacement teacher to keep the class going - and = VAR o<y
that is where Karey Robinson comes in.

Karey, a writer and mother, teaches the two group classes. In
volunteering with Intercambio, she says she has found a way
“to combine her passion for English” with helping non-English
speaking parents communicate.

AKarey's class combines learning with fun:
she organizes picnics, hands out prizes for
success, and designs games to make learning
fun (above, students Carmen and Maria).

Most of Karey’s students are mothers. Many of them have

voiced how frustrating their parent-teacher conferences can be,
as they have trouble understanding what the teacher is saying.
Others have admitted to not being able to understand their own children, who are already fluent in English.

Karey loves teaching, as is evident from her enthusiasm in class. The class is fun and upbeat, with lots of laughter and
joking. She acknowledges and admires the hard work of her students. She says of her students, “I respect them so
much...they have to step out of their comfort zone” when learning English.

What: A New Level 1 Class

Where: First United Methodist Church at 350 11th Avenue, Longmont, CO
When: Thursdays, 10:00 am - 11:30 am

Volunteer Teacher: Joan Edmonds

Intercambio is proud of the success of a new partnership with First United Methodist Church. A few months ago, Joan
Edmonds (now the teacher of the class) approached Intercambio Longmont and asked to join forces to get the new class
going. This well-attended Level 1 class has 16 students, the largest group class in Intercambio!

What: Two New Classes

Where: Broadway East Apartments at the Community Center, Boulder, CO
When: Tuesdays, 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 (Two Classes)

Volunteer Teachers: Three members of Origins Church

Created from a new partnership with Boulder Housing Partners, a non-profit dedicated to providing affordable housing
in Boulder, these two classes meet once a week at the Broadway East Apartments Community Center, where all of the
students live. Three teachers facilitate the class, during which childcare is provided.



Page 7

One-on-One Classes

Student/Teacher Spotlight
126 Classes and Counting

We recently caught up with a longtime Intercambio
volunteer teacher and student who have had more than
100 classes together - 126 meetings, to be exact.

Three years ago, physicist Dave Read began volunteering
with Intercambio to “get away from the TV and stay
healthy.” Around this time, Victor Lemus was busing tables
at The Rio Grande restaurant in Boulder. Victor was
struggling to communicate in English with his co-workers
and with the customers. After his co-workers told him
about Intercambio, he signed up.

He was paired up with Dave and even in their first classes,
Victor’s eagerness to learn was evident. He wrote down
each and every word Dave said. Remembering this three
years later, Victor and Dave laugh and recall how one day
Dave turned to Victor and said, “Victor, it is just English.
It's not Shakespeare.”

A Dave (teacher, left) and Victor (student) have
been meeting since 2007. Here they are during
their 126th class. Dave goes the extra mile as
a teacher by making supplemental worksheets
and bringing in articles for Victor to read.

Victor, who studied Journalism in Mexico City before he
moved to Boulder, admits that before he started studying
English with Dave, he was “really nervous and was scared
[of] everything.” Now, during his 126th meeting with Dave,
you wouldn't believe Victor was ever timid about speaking
English. He is a friendly, outgoing guy with plenty to say.

Since 2007, Victor and Dave have continued to meet
weekly and have developed a friendship. Victor invited
Dave to a baptism. Dave invited Victor to Thanksgiving.
Dave and Victor have meetings at their favorite
restaurants.

The success of this teacher-student pair is evident by the
leaps and bounds that Victor has made at his job. Just
eight months after starting the Intercambio program, Victor
was promoted from his table busing to the position of
expo, a position that requires much more communication
with customers. And one year after this, Victor was
promoted yet again, this time to the position of waiter.

Both Victor’s and Dave’s commitment to the program has
enabled Victor to move up.

Save the Date...

2010
LA FIESTA
WORLD
PARTY

TO BENEFIT INTERCAMBIO DE
COMUNIDADES

SATURDAY, OCT. 23
7PM-1AM
ELKS LODGE
3975 28TH ST, BOULDER




INTERCAMBIO

How Can I Get Involved? E&

Saturdays, 11:30am
Saturday, May 1, 12:00 to 7:00pm

Saturday, May 22, 11:00am Donate your used car or truck

Saturday, May 29, Time To Be Announced
Make a donation
Saturday, June 5, 4:00pm to 6:00pm

July, Date and Time To Be Announced Spread the word about our mission!

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6:30pm Donate your time by volunteering

Wednesdays, 6:30pm

Muchas gracias to Signature Offset for their generous donation

of time, energy, and materials in helping us print this newsletter! Slgnature :
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