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something, we change it
Herrera said in Spanish, of
studying with Hogen.

Herrera said speaking Eng-
lish still is difficult, but she un-
derstands a lot more already.
When she was in the hospital
recently, she could under-
stand what the nurses and
doctors were saying.

“That was a big change for
me,” she said, with a laugh.

Intercambio  de  Comuni-
dades aims to help immigrants
learn English and integrate
with the communities they live
in. The nonprofit social service
agency provides free and low-
cost English classes, intercul-
tural events and community
resource workshops.

In 2007, Intercambin started
“Intercambio and Schools To-
gether,” which matches Eng-
lish-learning  and  English-
teaching parents in the same
school communities, with two
related goals in mind.

Students do better when
their parents are more en-
gaged in their studies, and lan-
guage barriers make it more
difficult for immigrant parents
to help with homework, talk to
teachers and other school offi-
cials and gef involved in the
broader school community.

By helping non-English-
speaking parents improve
their language skills with help
from another parent, “Inter-
cambio and Schools Together”
hopes that school communi-
ties will be more united and
immigrant parents more en-

gaged, leading - in the long
run — to better cutcomes for
Hispanic students.

“Intercambio and Schools
Together” is now in four Boul-
der County schools. Organiz
ers hope the program will be
in eight to 10 schools by the
end of 2010, and they’re seek-
ing a $15,000 challenge grant
from the Community Develop-
ment Foundation to help make
it happen.

The organization also wants
to develop its own curriculum
that teaches parents about the
American school system —
from Parent-Teacher Associa-
tions to standardized tests and
why they matter.

Eliberto Mendoza, program
director for “Intercambio and
Schools Together” in the
Longmont area, said finding
the time — either to volunteer
or to learn — is the higgest
challenge in getting more fam-
ilies involved in the program.

Hogen, who is president of
the PTA at Casey, said she
hopes the program can bridge
some of the cultural divide at
the school.

“1 want the parents of the
Latine kids to feel that the
school is just as much theirs
as itis ours,” Hogen said.

Doug Young, a software
consultant who volunteered
through the program last year
at Casey, said it helped open
communication between Eng-
lish- and Spanish-speaking par-
ents, at least for those who
participated.

Hispanic and non-Hispanic

parents usually keep to them-
selves at school functions, but
when he sees Angel Tapia, his
recently graduated student,
they have plenty to talk about,
even though they come from
different worlds. Young lives
in Sunshine Canyon, Tapia in
east Boulder.

The pair took eight months
to do what could be a four-
month course because the les-
sons often drifted away from
the hook. '

Young said his eyes were
opened to the many ways im-
migrants have to adjust in the
United States when Tapia
asked him to look at a letter
he’d gotten in the mail. Tapia
said he had read it several
times and wasn’t sure what it
meant.

“He handed me a three- or
four-page typewritten letter,
and it was the kind of letter
that would strike fear into the
heart of any native speaker,”
Young said. “It was the expla-
nation of benefits from his in-
surance company.”

Young said he’s not a lan-
guage person and didn’t know
anything about teaching, but
the training provided by Inter-
cambio prepared him to help
Tapia achieve his goals. Now
that Tapia is more confident
with his English, he’s planning
to take vocational classes at
Front Range Community Col-
lege.

“'m just tremendously
proud of him,” he said.

Contact Camera Staff Writer
Erica Melfzer af 303-473-1355
oy melizere@dailycamera.com.




